Goddard Sport Fishing Club Youth Fishing Derby

General Guidelines & Information - 2013

Welcome to the 8th annual kids fishing derby at the Goddard Pond. Listed in this sheet are the guidelines, regulations, maps, and general information about this year’s derby. 

First of all, we want everyone to have a safe and enjoyable time. Please always remember to adhere to the general safety requirements when around a body of water. The grounds may be wet and slippery.  Wear adequate clothing,, including boots, and long pants.

· The fishing period will begin at 10AM and conclude at 12 Noon. A picnic lunch and prize awards will be from 12 Noon-1 PM. Registration begins at 9:15AM. Please arrive no later than 9:15AM to the front gate for security badging. Remember, every group must have at least one badged civil servant or contractor as an escort. Please verify that every person in your party is on the participant list.

· Registration will be at the Goddard Pond, adjacent to COBE Road (see separate pond map for location), where fishing spot locations will be given out via a random selection. You will also be provided bait, a tally sheet w/clip board, suggested fishing rigs, and a safety sheet of information 

· Bait is provided for each contestant: 10 Nightcrawlers, cut-up hot dogs, and corn nibblets). We may have some minnows if we are able to get them. Please bring a small 2-5-gallon bucket for minnows.

· A fishing rig will be suggested (see diagram in other attachment - a float or bobber, and #4 or 2/0 hook) for use that has previously provided success and allows the young anglers see the fish bite. Ask the advice of an event representative for a suggested rig. You may use anything else, but keeping the rig simple is our advice.

· Limited refreshments (water and soda) are available at the registration table. Please help yourself.

· Fishing is catch and release. All fish caught will be returned after a length measurement is made and recorded on the “tally sheet” given to each contestant. There will be several “event assistants” to record the fish length. A photograph will be taken of your child and his catch by one of the “event photographers” There are very large fish in the pond, and landing nets will be placed in 3 locations around the pond in case a large fish is hooked. Please call an event representative to assist you netting a large fish.

· At the conclusion of the derby, tally sheets will be collected at the registration desk, and reviewed by the event staff to determine the winners in each age group. 1st and 2nd place prices will be awarded in each group, and the 1st place winner has the choice of the two available prizes. Only one winner per age group is permitted.

· After the prizes are awarded  - raffles will be awarded if available

· Age Categories – Contestants will be divided in age categories as when all contestants are known 

· Prizes will be awarded for the largest fish (in length)

While the awards are being given out, we will be preparing for our picnic. A barbeque will be provided, where everyone can have a hot dog, hamburger, chips, etc to conclude the day. 

Here’s what you should bring:

Rod and reel – 10-15lb Test Line

Floats (best size less than a golf ball size)

Hooks - #4, #6 for the pan fish, and 1/0 to 2/0 for the large fish. Swivels are good if you have them.

Lures, etc – your choice. 

Pliers, tape measure, rags, 5 gallon bucket, cooler for worms, folding lawn chairs,  

Camera, sun-block, tick and mosquito spray, hat, sunglasses, 

Cooler for beverages, snacks

Raingear, boots, etc.

Hand Sanitizer for after fishing.

Bring a change of clothing in case you wish to change after fishing.

A note about safety:

There are large and aggressive snapping turtle in the Goddard Pond. Please do not have your youth play at the waters edge without supervision. Snapping turtles with shells the size of garbage can lids are not uncommon. Please be advised that they do pose a risk, and keep your eyes open for them. If you hook a turtle, please request assistance from the Event Staff.

There are ticks in the tall grasses around the pond, please use the appropriate bug spray and/or wear long pants. Check yourself for ticks after the event.

