TRIP REPORT

South Lake Tahoe
January 23-30, 2010

We had sixteen people attend the Lake Tahoe trip.  Ten of the sixteen purchased the full package and six purchased their own airfare.  The trip originally included a boat ride across Lake Tahoe after skiing at Squaw Valley, but the boat stopped running this year so we went to Kirkwood for a day instead.  Due to this change the price of the trip was lowered $50/person and a $10 voucher was provided to everyone for a breakfast on the first morning of the trip.  This change lowered the trip price to $1149 and for the early sign-ups the price was lowered an additional $50 due to a decrease in air fare.  We almost had one person drop out a few days before the trip due to medical reasons, but they were able to come on the trip anyway.  This person did not ski, but I was able to get someone to come on the trip at the last minute and they were able to use the lift ticket that had already been purchased.
Saturday – Everyone arrived at the Montbleu Hotel and Casino on Saturday as scheduled.  Since we did not have a full group and the 16 trip attendees came in on 6 different flights we used “public” transportation instead of booking our own bus.  This worked out well for all but two people who had to wait an extra hour to catch the next bus that had available seats.  I picked up the lift tickets at the hotel so that I could pass them out the next morning.  The weather cooperated as well as it stopped snowing just in time to allow the roads to be cleared so that we could get from Reno to Tahoe.
Sunday – We all met for breakfast in the hotel at 7:30 for a meet and greet and so that I could pass out the lift tickets.  I gave everyone $10 cash for breakfast, which was just enough for a good breakfast.  We all headed to Heavenly to ski, which was about a 10 minute walk from the hotel.  There was a shuttle available that we took on occasion, but I found it easier and quicker to walk.  The snow was falling lightly on Sunday and when we hit the slopes we were all pleasantly surprised to find 8-12” of fresh powder.  The skiing was great all day and untracked powder could be found all over the nearly 5000 acres of terrain.  More amazing was that there were not any lift lines, even though it was a Sunday.  After skiing we watched the NFL playoffs and gambled.
Monday – We had another great day of skiing at Heavenly.  There was still a lot of powder to be found and later in the day the snow started coming down harder and the wind picked up, which either forced people off of the mountain a little early or into the trees for protection from the wind.  In the evening groups got together for dinner and/or gambling.

Tuesday – We all headed to Kirkwood for a day of skiing.  One guy overslept and nearly missed the trip to Kirkwood, but the driver was nice enough to give him some more time.  We were the first group to be picked up and the snow made the road conditions poor so it was a long ride to Kirkwood (~ 2 hours).  Kirkwood received a foot of fresh snow overnight so the ride was definitely worth it.  Everyone had a great time skiing in deep powder and everyone mentioned that they would like to go back there someday.  The bus ride back was much quicker as the weather was a little better and I got the bus driver (with a little persuasion $$$$) to drop us off first.  I provided beers for the trip back, so that helped the time pass as well.
Wednesday – The snow had finally stopped and the sky was clear in town.  On the gondola ride up the mountain we hit the clouds and continued to ski in the clouds on the Nevada side of the mountain until around noon when we decided to head to the California side.  This was a good decision as the California side was sunny.  After skiing we had a pizza party at the Montbleu that was sponsored by Vail resorts.  The $350 that Vail provided for the party was not enough to cover drinks so Mike and I provided beers to everyone. I didn’t find this out until we arrived at the party, so I was a bit disappointed.  We could have had a much better party elsewhere for a better price if I had known what was included.
Thursday – It was a sunny day all over the mountain.  The conditions remained great and the powder was still light, which was a pleasant surprise.
Friday – Five of us went to Squaw Valley to ski while the others went sightseeing, snow-mobiling, or gambling.  The conditions there were excellent and it has some of the most extreme skiing of any resort I have skied.

Saturday – The majority of us (13 of 16) caught a very early (03:45) bus back to the Reno Airport.  The trip home went well until we landed at Dulles and had to wait on the runway for nearly an hour before a gate opened up to park the plane.  The delay was due to the 4-6 inches of snow that was on the ground when we arrived.  United helped to ease the pain of this delay by providing a $250 voucher.

Hotel Report – The Montbleu was a great place to stay.  The rooms were large and included a Jacuzzi tub. They also have a very nice pool and public Jacuzzi.  Since it was in a casino, the drinks were cheap ($1.50 for PBR and $2.00 for domestic drafts) or free if you were gambling.  They had good breakfasts for a reasonable price, but the service was usually poor.  That drove a lot of us across the street to another casino for their $4.95 breakfast special.
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Most of the group on the first day out
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Tom Johnson skiing Kirkwood
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Kelvin Scribner at Kirkwood
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Coming out of the Nevada fog and into the California sunshine!
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Blue sky day at Heavenly (from L to R: Alan, Joan, Tom, Les, Diane, Mike, Vince)
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Skiing a 6th day at Squaw Valley USA (from L to R: Tom, Joan, Les, Mike, Trevin)
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Skiing the Gunbarrel at Heavenly
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Beautiful day to ski the bumps
