
Monitor Calibration
Best Practices for Photographers

Presented by Ken Fleisher

Goddard Photo Club
April 14, 2021



MONITOR CALIBRATION — BEST PRACTICES FOR PHOTOGRAPHERS HTTPS :// GET . EASYCOLOR . PHOTOGRAPHY / GODDARD

Ken Fleisher, Photographer & Color Scientist
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Rochester Institute of Technology, 1989

M.S. Color Science
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Why it is Essential to Calibrate Your Monitor

1. Benefits include:

a. Less time to color correct
b. Less $$ making test prints
c. Correct color instructions travel with your digital file
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Why it is Essential to Calibrate Your Monitor

2. Your monitor’s sRGB mode is not a calibration

3. Factory calibration does not last
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Always Use a Color Measurement Device

“Your senses are some of the worst

data taking devices that exist.”

— Neil deGrasse Tyson



Best Practice #1

Always calibrate/re-calibrate with a
hardware color measuring device
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Monitor Calibration Accuracy Limits

1. Quality and technology 
of the monitor

2. Accuracy of the 
measuring device
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Monitor Calibration Accuracy Limits



Best Practice #2

● Match the monitor quality to your needs.
● Many inexpensive monitors are suitable for 

photography (depending on your use case).
● Recognize the limitations & set expectations.
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Monitor Calibration Accuracy

1. Incorrect Settings

2. Right Settings, Wrong Use Case
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Monitor Calibration Accuracy

3. Misleading Validation Report
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Monitor Calibration Accuracy

https://displaycal.net/



Best Practice #3

Always validate calibration using DisplayCal
https://displaycal.net/
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Calibration Settings Demystified

● Luminance
○ 160 cd/m2

● Gamma
○ 2.4

● White Point
○ 5000K
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Need more help with monitor calibration?
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April 27 & May 1

Only $37

get.EasyColor.Photography/Goddard
Use Coupon GODDARD-10-OFF

$10 discount until April 17

Color Mastery: Monitor Calibration Workshop
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