                 Goddard Ski Club Trip to Keystone, Colorado with Blue Ridge Ski Council




Saturday, February 7 to Saturday, February 14, 2009

Trip Leaders:  Harvey Walden and Tom Hartmann, Assistant

· Goddard Ski Club had 22 participants and was one of 10 ski clubs joining in the Blue Ridge Ski Council’s Western Carnival 2009 at Keystone. Overall, there were 307 participants with each club contributing from 11 to 56 people (Goddard ranked 6th of 10 clubs in number of participants)  

· Flew via Southwest Airlines from BWI Airport to Denver, with chartered bus connections to our Flying Dutchman condos in the Forest condos area of West Keystone.  We had a total of 5 condo units, with 3 to 6 people in each 2- or 3-bedroom condo.   

· Our condos were adjacent to the free Keystone shuttle bus, which provided frequent service to the River Run base area with its River Run Gondola and Summit Express chairlift.  The free shuttle bus also connected with the Keystone Lodge and Spa and the Keystone Conference Center, where our Blue Ridge Ski Council social events were hosted.  An indoor hot tub was available at our Flying Dutchman condos and was well used by our group.

· Barb and Jim Fonner, retired from Goddard and now residing in Colorado, were kind enough to purchase food and drinks for our Club welcome supper party on the Saturday evening of our arrival.  Enough food and drink were available to allow for two follow-on parties later in the week, all of which were hosted in the trip leaders’ condo.

· Blue Ridge Ski Council offered a welcome reception on Sunday evening, an après ski race reception on Tuesday evening, and a farewell dinner-dance with DJ on Thursday evening, at which ski racing medals were presented.  All three events were open to all clubs’ members, included all the buffet food you could eat and a total of six prepaid drinks.  Trip leaders from the various clubs served as door greeters and hosts, with BRSC neck wallets, provided free to all, worn as entrance tickets.

· Five-day ski lift tickets were included, with interchangeable tickets good at Arapahoe Basin, Breckenridge, Vail, and Beaver Creek resorts, as well as Keystone.  Free shuttle buses connections were available to Arapahoe Basin, Breckenridge, and Vail.  From our condos, three bus connections were required, so some opted to pay for a private van service, which ran directly to these resorts from our condos.

· Blue Ridge Ski Council sponsored a free NASTAR race on Tuesday on Keystone’s Flying Dutchman ski run on Dercum Mountain.  A total of about 200 skiers pre-registered for the race, with Duncan Kahle representing Goddard Ski Club.  Duncan did our Club proud, winning a silver medal for his time on the allotted two runs, handicapped for age and gender.

·  Our week in Keystone was marked by cool and cloudy days with snow falling almost every day and night until Thursday and Friday, when we enjoyed sunny days with blue skies, affording suntans on the mountain.  Some purchased a sixth day ski lift ticket for Friday at Keystone at about half the daily price.
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Mark, Alicia, Kevin, and Bill ready for their first run at Keystone
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A view from the top of North Peak (elevation 11,660 ft.) at Keystone
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A view of ski runs at Breckenridge from Keystone's Outpost Gondola

